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Some people have a special place in our hearts
» Some relationships are special because of shared experiences.
e Others grow through years of walking together through:
o Joy, Suffering, shared service, doing Life together
e Paul had this kind of relationship with the church in Philippi.

Paul’s words to the Philippian christians
“Every time | think of you, | give thanks to my God.”
» Paul describes them as:
o Partners in the Gospel
o People he loves deeply
o People who have a “special place” in his heart
» His affection is deep and personal. He longs to be with them “with the tender
compassion of Christ Jesus.”

Why was their relationship so strong?
» The Philippians had consistently supported Paul.
» They prayed for him, supported him financially, shared in his mission and had been
partners in the Gospel from the beginning.

Their relationship was built through shared history
Acts 16 tells us about Paul’s first visit to Philippi.
God brought Paul into the lives of three very different people:
e Lydia
The slave girl
The jailer
God completely changed their lives during Pauls first visit to the city. They became part
of what quickly became a church family.
That family became long term partners with Paul for the sake of the Gospel.

Real community often takes time.
* It is built through: Shared memories, serving, encouraging and praying for one another,
persevering together and facing difficulties together
» We don't develop deep relationships by dropping out whenever things become difficult.
» We belong to one another because Jesus is Lord and we are part of the same family
and mission.




Paul wasn't a spiritual superhero like the Marvel movies
e Paul was a real person.
» He experienced: Joy, Sorrow, Hunger, Weariness, Disappointment, Fear, Uncertainty
and | guarantee you he also made mistakes!!!

Paul was willing to be honest.
At this point Paul was under house arrest in Rome and facing the possibility of death.
e He didn't pretend everything was fine. He allowed the Philippians to know what was
happening and shared his struggles and uncertainty.
» This allowed the believers to pray for him and support him in wisdom.
» The church is supposed to be a place where we can do this.

“For me, living means living for Christ” - Philippians 1:21-24
e Paul knew that death would mean being with Jesus.
» Yet he also knew that remaining alive meant continuing to serve Christ and encourage
others.

e Paul was torn between:
o Wanting to be with Christ
o Wanting to remain and help the church (meaning if Paul remained alive, it was for

the sake of others).

We are all running the race together - Philippians 1:27-30
» Paul tells the Philippians to:
o Stand together unintimidated, in one spirit, for one purpose, fighting together for the
faith.
» They were experiencing suffering. Paul was experiencing suffering.
They were in it together.

We aren't just here to be served - Be Philippi to someone!
e Paul shows us that Christian community isn't about “What does the church do for me?”
» We are part of the body so that we can also serve.
e Every one of us has a role to play.

Ask:
* Who needs encouragement from me?

Who needs someone to pray with them?

Who needs practical help?

Who is struggling silently?

Who is serving faithfully and needs someone beside them?

Who needs me to simply walk with them?
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